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1. Introduction 
 
How often do you think about leaving your job and becoming a writer instead? Maybe you 
sometimes think about it for a while but decide it’s an impossible dream or something you’ll have to 
put off until you retire. Nonsense! 
 
I’m about to show you how you can begin your writing career today and be making a decent living 
from it within a few short weeks or months (depending on how much time and effort you put into 
it). Just set aside an hour or so each evening for the next few weeks to get your new career going, 
and in a surprisingly short time you could be completely independent. (How you decide to tell your 
boss where to stick his job is entirely up to you!) 
 
What will your life be like then? Well, it’ll probably be very similar to mine! You can picture it 
now: no alarm clock, no getting up while it’s still dark outside, no commuting, no traffic jams, no 
dress code, no boss, no office politics, no telephones that ring constantly, no irate customers to deal 
with, no pointless meetings, no performance reviews, no threat of redundancy, no stress, choose 
your own hours, take time off whenever you like (at a moment’s notice, with no need to get 
anyone’s permission), have free time during the day to do things you couldn’t otherwise get to, 
work where you like – at home, in bed, at the beach, in the open air, at the library, at your favourite 
coffee shop, and so on. Plus there’s no limit to the amount you can earn. 
 
It’s not a pipe dream; you really can do this! 
 
 
 

2. How to do it 
 
Here’s a very brief overview of how to do it. We’ll explore each of these points in more detail later: 
 

1. Write two or three newspaper or magazine articles based on the anniversaries of famous 
births, deaths or historic events that are coming up in the next few months. 

 
2. Search for as many paying markets as you can find to submit these sample articles to. 

 
3. Keep doing this until one of them accepts your work. Then start writing regular anniversary-

based articles for them while you continue looking for additional markets – which will now 
be much easier since you are already a published writer. 

 
4. Repeat this process until you’re earning a decent wage from multiple markets. 

 
5. Ditch your day job! 

 
6. Self-syndicate: if you’re clever about it you should be able to sell the same articles over and 

over again to different markets – leaving you with tons of free time to work on other 
projects, such as that novel you’ve never had time to write. 

 
Newspapers and magazines (both online and offline) love these kinds of article – and so do their 
readers. Many radio shows, TV magazine shows and news websites feature them too. You can earn 
good money by writing anniversary articles and features for these markets. 
 
In fact, it’s probably the easiest way to launch your writing career. 
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3. Wait…! 
 
Don’t write any articles yet, because their length and style will vary depending on the markets you 
choose to write for. We’ll look at this in a minute. 
 
I’ll also show you the best place to find newsworthy anniversaries to write about. 
 
And we’ll look at some ideas for increasing the saleability of your articles. 
 
Don’t actually ditch your job until you’re consistently selling enough of your writing to cover your 
outgoings, and you have plenty of pre-approved article ideas lined up for the next few months. 
We’ll explore this in more detail below. 
 
Until you’re firmly established as a writer you’ll have to write in your spare time – evenings, lunch 
hours, weekends, or whatever time you can find. But this extra effort should only take a few weeks 
and will be more than worth it (read the introduction again, paying particular attention to the 
paragraph about what your life will be like once you’ve ditched your day job!)  
 
In the meantime, your earnings from writing anniversary articles will be a useful bit of extra 
income. It’s a brilliant form of insurance – a back-up source of income in case you ever lose your 
job. I recommend using it to build up a safety fund to fall back on if anything goes wrong. It’s also a 
great way of earning a second income if you need extra money and aren’t brave enough to actually 
ditch your job, or if (for some reason) you don’t actually want to ditch it. At the very least you 
might be able to switch to part-time working. 
 
 
 

4. Finding anniversaries to write about 
 
You can get all the anniversaries you’ll ever need from The Date-A-Base Book, published annually 
by ideas4writers (disclaimer: this is my company – see the links below.) Each edition gives details 
of thousands of newsworthy and notable anniversaries, including famous births and deaths, 
significant events, discoveries, inventions, and so on. You’ll be able to see what will be making the 
news later this year, next year, or even the year after – and make money by writing about it. 
 
The Date-A-Base Book allows you to work months in advance, so you’ll have plenty of time to 
choose the articles you’d like to write about, decide how you’d like to tackle them (the angles or 
hooks you’ll use to get editors interested and secure the best rates of pay), get your ideas pre-
approved by the editors of the various markets you write for (so you don’t waste time writing 
articles you can’t sell), research and write the articles the editors commission, and have them edited, 
polished and published (or broadcast) to coincide with the anniversaries when they occur. 
 

I’ve included a complete sample chapter (September) from The Date-A-Base Book 2015 at 
the end of this book. 
 
You can download an full sample copy of The Date-A-Base Book (last year’s edition) from 
www.ideas4writers.co.uk/datesample so you can see what it’s like. 
 
You can buy the latest editions from www.ideas4writers.co.uk/dates. 
 
They cost about the same as regular paperback books, but they’re much bigger. Just one 

http://www.ideas4writers.co.uk/datesample
http://www.ideas4writers.co.uk/dates
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article sale should cover the cost of your copy several times over. If writing is your business, 
it’s also an allowable expenditure, so you should be able to offset the cost of each year’s 
edition against tax. 
 

 
 

5. Absolute beginners start here 
 
A great way to get started is to go through the current edition of The Date-A-Base Book from 
January to December and choose all the entries that interest you. 
 
If you’ve never had anything published before, pick an anniversary that’s coming up in the near 
future and write a letter about it to the editor of your local newspaper or your favourite magazine. 
(Make sure they publish readers’ letters, of course.) You’ll need to find a way of making your letter 
interesting and relevant to the publication and its readers. Look for a local angle or hook; perhaps 
you can spot a connection to a well-known local person or business. 
 
It might take a few attempts, but once you’ve had a couple of letters published, try aiming for the 
‘star letter’ slot if they have one. And once you’ve achieved that, try sending the editor an email 
asking about the possibility of him publishing some short articles based on anniversaries like the 
ones you’ve been writing about in your letters. Enclose a sample article so he can see the sort of 
thing you’re planning to write. Again, if it’s a local newspaper then there needs to be a local angle 
for every one of these articles. 
 

Tip: there is always at least one local angle to every anniversary. You just have to find the 
local newspapers or magazines which cover that location. See the full-scale example later on 
for lots of ideas about this. 
 
Local newspapers are a great way of getting started and gaining experience, but you’ll have 
much greater scope with regional and national newspapers, where far more of the 
anniversaries will be relevant. These papers can be harder to get into though – at least until 
you’ve been published – which is why I recommend targeting local ones first. But if you live 
in a small town and can’t find any local connections to any of the anniversaries, try writing 
letters (and then articles) for a regional or county-wide newspaper instead. 

 
You should expect to get paid for these articles, of course. You won’t get paid for the letters, but 
there might be a prize for the ‘star letter’. The letters are still worth writing though, partly for the 
practice but mainly as a way of getting the editor’s attention. The more interesting they are and the 
more they get readers talking (and, even better, commenting on them), the better it will be for you, 
and the sooner your career will take off. 
 
Once you’ve had a few short articles published, ask the editor if you can write some longer ones 
(for more money of course). In the case of a magazine, send him three sample articles (which could 
all be about the same anniversary) that would fill half a page, a full page or a double-page spread in 
that publication. You can use the same sample articles over and over again for each publication you 
target – there’s no need to write a new one every time. Save that for when they start paying you! 
 
Email is fine for all of this – you’ll find the address of the editorial desk in every copy of the 
newspaper or magazine, and it should also be on their website. 
 
Don’t be disheartened if the local or regional newspapers in your area aren’t interested. There are 
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hundreds more newspapers all over the country, and many thousands more all around the world. 
One of the biggest advantages of anniversary articles is that as well as having a local angle most of 
them are also universal – they’re equally relevant wherever you live and wherever the publication is 
based. A newspaper in Australia or South Africa or Canada might be just as interested as one in the 
UK or the USA. You’ll see this in practice when we look at the full-scale example. 
 
 
 

6. Need training? 
 
If you don’t think your writing is quite up to a high enough standard yet, it’s a good idea to take an 
article-writing course. There are plenty of excellent courses available (see the resources section). 
Or, if you prefer, you could read a book about how to write articles. But make sure you do the 
exercises in it – most people learn by doing rather than by just reading about it. 
 
My personal recommendation would be to pick one of the courses, even though they’re more 
expensive than a book. You’ll be taken through the whole process and graded on the exercises so 
you can see what mistakes you’re making and how to correct them. You’ll also have a personal tutor 
you can talk to (usually by email) and get your questions answered. 
 
If you complete any of the courses listed in the resources section (which I’ve carefully hand-picked) 
you’ll be fully equipped for success. 
 
 
 

7. Your first articles 
 
Anniversary articles are easy to write. Good ones are in high demand, and they never go out of 
fashion. 
 
The first two or three full-length articles you write should be samples of your work – you aren’t 
(necessarily) trying to sell them. Their main purpose is to demonstrate your capability and style of 
writing to editors. 
 
Having said that, if you do manage to get them published that’s great news and will make your job 
of finding more outlets for your work a lot easier. When you submit your sample articles to other 
editors in the future, make sure you tell them where and when they were published. Don’t try to get 
them published again at this stage; just continue to use them as samples and ask the editors if they’d 
like you to write more anniversary-based articles like them. 
 
 
 

8. Searching for paying markets 
 
You can search for local, regional and national newspapers very easily. 
 
Examples: 
 
Go to google.com and enter one of the following in the search box: 
 

http://www.google.com
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• newspapers London 
• newspapers Cornwall 
• newspapers north-east England 
• newspapers UK 
• newspapers Miami 
• newspapers Florida 
• newspapers USA 

 
Most magazines have websites, and most of them have articles on those websites that have 
previously appeared in their magazines. (Or they might let you download or order a free sample 
copy of their magazine.) This will give you a good idea of the type and length of article they’re 
looking for. 
 
You can find lists of magazines online (see the resources section) or search for the subject you’re 
interested in + the word ‘magazine’ (+ the country if it’s relevant). 
Examples: 
 
Go to google.com and enter one of the following in the search box: 
 

• gadget magazines 
• cycling magazines UK 
• county magazine Cornwall 
• women’s magazines South Africa 

 
Note: it doesn’t matter if there aren’t any anniversary-based articles in the copies you study. 
They might still be interested in publishing your articles when they see what you have to 
offer. (And in fact there might actually be several anniversary-based articles in that 
publication, it’s just that they’ve been adapted into other things and you can’t immediately 
spot them. We’ll look at some examples of this later on in the full-scale example.) 

 
 
 

9. How long should the articles be? 
 
Each publication will have a slightly different requirement in terms of the length of article they’re 
looking for. While their page sizes might be similar, they’ll use different size fonts, margins, 
columns, photos, headlines, sub-headings, quotes, sidebars, and so on, so the word counts of their 
articles will differ. So a half-page article might be 400 words in some publications but 350, 375 or 
even 450 in others. 
 
The best way of finding out what they’re looking for is to look at the articles on the publication’s 
website – and read their writer’s guidelines page if they have one. Or look at some articles in a 
sample copy. Count the number of words in some of them to see how long your own articles should 
be. 
 

TIP: here’s a much easier way to count the number of words. Copy the whole text of the 
article into your word processor and get it to tell you how many words there are. If your 
word processor doesn’t display an automatic word count, click on the File menu then select 
Properties and look on the Statistics page. (This method is for OpenOffice Writer, but most 
word processors work in a similar way. If you can’t find the word count function, click on 
the Help menu option or press the F1 key and search for ‘word count’.) 

http://www.google.com
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10. Altering article length – the easy way 
 
As we’ve just seen, if you’re sending the same article to several publications you’ll probably need 
to alter the length slightly. Traditionally, editors trim articles to fit their publications by deleting 
sentences or paragraphs from the bottom upwards. So it makes sense to structure your articles so 
that anything that gets cut from the end can be safely removed without destroying the article’s 
integrity or losing any vital information (such as website and email addresses, phone numbers, the 
name of the book you’re writing about, and so on). 
 
You might send some publications the full-length version of your article (say 400 words), while 
others might receive a trimmed version (perhaps 350 or 375 words). In each case, the main points of 
the article will be identical. Structuring your articles in this way means you can vary their length 
very easily (by trimming the end) without having to rewrite anything or worrying about how you’ll 
fit everything into a smaller space. 
 

Note: the text in the ‘trimmable’ zone should still be well worth having, of course, if the 
publication has enough space to print it. So it shouldn’t be worthless ‘filler’ material. But it 
also shouldn’t be vital information that you can’t afford to lose – clever writers put that sort 
of thing earlier in the article, which makes trimming the article to fit the required space a 
very simple task. 

 
As I mentioned earlier, it’s a good idea to write three versions of each of your two or three sample 
articles, each of a different length. For example, if you’re planning to write articles for magazines 
you could write a short version (half a magazine page), a medium version (a full page of a 
magazine) and a long version (a double-page spread). 
 
Send them by email to the editor of each publication you target, along with a covering note 
explaining that you can supply as many anniversary-based articles as they need, and to whatever 
length they require. 
 
 
 

11. Top tips 
 

• If you’re clever about it you should be able to send the same article (with minor alterations, 
and adjusted for length as we discussed above) to multiple markets, so you get paid many 
times over for the same piece of work. This is a form of self-syndication, and we’ll look at it 
in more detail later. It should also give you plenty of free time to work on other projects, 
such as novels, short stories, scripts, screenplays, and so on – which might be the sort of 
writing you’d prefer to be doing. 

 
• Don’t write exclusively for a single publication unless they offer you a lucrative exclusive 

contract that pays you a decent wage. It’s usually far better to have multiple markets on the 
go, so you have plenty of flexibility: if one market dries up you’ll still have all the others, 
and you should easily be able to find another market to replace the one that failed. 

 
(If you do end up signing an exclusive deal you could always write for other publications 
under a different name. Just make sure the publication that gave you the exclusive deal never 
finds out about it!) 
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12. More great tips 
 

• Your chances of success will improve if you let the editor know you can write longer or 
shorter articles to suit his needs. 

 
• If you can write articles at very short notice (within 24 hours) let him know that too, as he 

might sometimes have space he’s desperate to fill just before going to press. This will 
usually be because another writer (or an advertiser) has let him down and failed to submit 
their work in time. This is particularly the case with daily and weekly newspapers. Monthly 
publications tend to work several months in advance, so it’s less of an issue for them – 
though it can (and does) still happen. 
 

• Always address the editor by name (first name is usually fine). You’ll get a much better 
response and he’s far more likely to reply – if only to say he doesn’t want your articles right 
now. Emails addressed to ‘The Editor’ or which just say ‘Dear Sir’ or ‘Hello’ or ‘Hi’ will 
generally get deleted after barely a glance. The editor’s name will usually be on their 
website and in every copy of their publication, so it only takes a few seconds to look it up. 

 
 
 

13. Getting your articles pre-approved 
 
Once you’ve established good working relationships with the editors of the publications you’ll write 
for regularly, you’ll be able to send them lists of the anniversary-related articles you’d like to write 
(picked from The Date-A-Base Book), along with a couple of lines for each one that suggest the 
specific topic or angle you could cover. 
 
Example: 
 
(Article for a monthly cycling magazine) 
 
Issue: January 2012 
Hook: 125th anniversary of the first pneumatic bicycle tyre (invented by John Dunlop, 1887) 
Angle: Early tyres. Why pneumatic tyres were better than solids. The evolution of tyres and tread 
patterns. Why solid tyres are making a comeback. 
 
You could send each editor several pages of ideas like this, and wait to see which ones they 
commission before you do any research and writing. That way, you only do the work if you’ve got 
at least one guaranteed sale for each article, and you’re never left with articles you can’t sell. 
 
One anniversary (or hook) could lead to several different articles (or angles), of course. In the 
example above you could write other articles on tubed tyres versus tubeless ones, the history of the 
puncture repair kit, how to repair a puncture at home or when you’re out on a ride, how the 
pneumatic tyre changed the fortune of John Dunlop and his company, other aspects of bicycle 
suspension systems, different tyres for different cycling conditions (road, racing, off-road, hills, 
mountains, stunts), and so on. See the full-scale example for some more ideas. 
 
Sometimes you’ll have an idea for a one-off article for a magazine or newspaper that you haven’t 
written for before. In this case it’s a good idea to fire off an email to the editor asking if he’d be 
interested in an article about whatever anniversary/angle you’ve chosen. Again, don’t write the 
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article in advance, because you might not be able to sell it. But as you don’t have a working 
relationship with him, give him a bit more information about what your proposed article would 
cover – at least four or five sentences or a bullet point outline. You should also state the proposed 
word count, but also mention that you’re flexible and can adapt the article’s length to suit his 
requirements. 
 
Enclose a copy of another article of yours that has been published somewhere else (it doesn’t matter 
what the subject matter is, as long as it was published somewhere). It would help a great deal if you 
can also list three to five other publications that have published your work, along with the titles of 
the articles and the dates when they were published. (They should all have been published 
recently – don’t bother mentioning articles that were published more than a year ago.) 
 
You might end up spending more of your time sending query messages to editors with lists of your 
articles ideas than actually writing articles, especially at the start of your career. But this is far better 
than spending your time writing complete articles which you later discover no one wants. 
 
 
 

14. Spreading your wings 
 
You don’t have to limit yourself to writing articles, of course. You could write TV/radio features, 
books, biographies, short stories, novels, stage plays, screenplays, poems, jokes, and so on. See the 
full-scale example for some ideas about how you might put together a longer piece of writing based 
on one of the anniversaries. 
 
 
 

15. Going full-time 
 
If you want to make a full-time career out of this – and hopefully you will – you’ll need to find 
enough newspapers or magazines that are willing to pay you for your work on a regular basis. 
(This applies equally to TV/radio stations, and so on.) 
 
You’ll also need to register as self-employed with the relevant authorities. The small business 
adviser at your local bank will be able to tell you how to do this. His advice should be free of 
charge. 
 
 
 

16. The clever bit – self-syndication 
 
You should often be able to sell the exact same article to several different markets – as long as their 
readerships or audiences don’t overlap. For example, you could sell the same article to a national 
newspaper in several different countries, or to several local newspapers in the same country, or to 
many local or regional newspapers in several different countries. As we discussed above, you might 
need to alter the word count slightly to fit their requirements, trimming your full-length article from 
the bottom up. 
 
You should never try to sell an article to a local or regional newspaper if an identical (or near-
identical) version is also going to appear in a national newspaper in that same country, because 
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some readers will end up seeing it twice. Similarly, you should avoid submitting articles where they 
are likely to be seen or heard multiple times: local newspapers that all serve the same area, two or 
more national newspapers in the same country, a newspaper and a radio or TV station that cover the 
same region, and so on. 
 
However, if a local newspaper accepts your article, you could write a different version of it for a 
radio or TV station, or for a regional or national newspaper. Or you could write an extended 
version, or look at the subject from a different angle – see the full-scale example for some ideas. 
 
And of course you can write several different articles about the person or event, each covering a 
different aspect, and send them to different magazines. The anniversary of the birth or death of a 
famous politician who was also known as a keen cyclist might be of interest to both cycling 
magazines and political magazines (and perhaps other publications too if you make the effort to find 
out more about his life and interests). 
 
You’ll probably have most of your research materials to hand as you write the first article (or just a 
click away if you do your research online), so writing several more articles about the same 
anniversary in the same writing session should mean very little extra work. 
 
(Don’t forget to try to get all of the articles pre-approved before you write them.) 
 
 
 

17. A full-scale example 
 
Here’s an example, taken from The Date-A-Base Book 2016. The entry for 9 January 1816 (200 
years ago), when the British chemist and inventor Sir Humphrey Davy first tested his miners’ safety 
lamp, caught my eye. 
 
This entry is pretty newsworthy in itself, being a 200th anniversary. An article about it should be 
welcomed by national newspapers, general magazines, science magazines, news websites, science 
and invention websites, and so on. 
 
Davy was Cornish, so you could write a feature on his life, inventions and legacy for a Cornish or 
south-west regional newspaper and the county magazine. 
 
The newspaper(s) covering the specific part of Cornwall where he was born (Penzance) should also 
be interested in an article that not only chronicles his life and achievements but looks at the school 
he went to, the house he lived in, his early life in the town, and so on. (The current secondary school 
in Penzance is named in his honour.) He then went to Truro Grammar School, about 30 miles away, 
and that town will have its own local newspaper(s), so there’s scope for an additional (but more or 
less identical) article there, since the readerships of the local newspapers serving these two towns is 
unlikely to overlap to any great extent. 
 
Davy tested his lamp at Hebburn Colliery, Tyne and Wear, in north-east England, so you could also 
write articles for a north-east regional newspaper and for the county magazine for Tyne and Wear, 
as well as the local newspaper(s) covering Hebburn. The readerships may overlap here, so you’ll 
need to write different articles, explore different angles, and so on. One article might look at the 
impact his lamp (and other safety lamps) had on mining, while another might chronicle his life, and 
a third article might look at his other discoveries, quickly mentioning the anniversary of the lamp 
test as a hook to get the article started. 
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Although many people know him only for his miners’ safety lamp, did you know that it wasn’t 
particularly successful? It restricted the amount of light emitted by the candle, and miners disliked 
how dim it was. The gauze inside the lamp that prevented methane explosions deteriorated rapidly 
in the wet conditions inside mines and soon stopped working, so the explosions still kept 
happening. I’m sure most people don’t know about this (I certainly didn’t until I read about it a 
moment ago), so it would be well worth writing about. You could also write about the causes of 
mine explosions, other developments in mine lighting and safety, rescue techniques, successful and 
unsuccessful rescues, well known people (or close relatives of well known people) who lost their 
lives in mine explosions and might have survived if they’d had better equipment, celebrities who 
had former careers as miners, and so on. 
 
There are trade magazines covering the mining and chemical industries, and there are chemistry 
journals and science magazines which would be worth contacting to see if they’d like an article 
about the test, the lamp, or Davy’s life and discoveries. School/educational magazines and history 
magazines might be also be interested. Some mining museums might be interested in paying you to 
write an article for their website or newsletter. 
 
The safety lamp is just one aspect of Davy’s life, and many people now regard his other discoveries 
and achievements as being far more important. These will all be worth writing about, but you can 
use the 200th anniversary of his safety lamp test as the hook that makes them newsworthy in January 
2016. 
 
For example, he pioneered the use of electrolysis to split compounds into their separate elements, 
and through this he discovered sodium and potassium. This is hugely important, and you could 
write about what these elements have been used for since he discovered them and what we use them 
for today. You could also explore the electrolysis process in more detail or look at other elements 
that can be separated using it – such as hydrogen and oxygen from the electrolysis of water. He was 
also the first person to isolate magnesium, boron and barium; he discovered that chlorine was an 
element – and he gave it its name; he was the first person to identify iodine; he also proved that 
diamond is a form of carbon. These are all important elements and discoveries and would be well 
worth writing about. 
 
He became well known for demonstrating laughing gas (nitrous oxide) during his popular lectures, 
and his friend, the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge, was an enthusiastic participant in his experiments. 
You could write about the use of this gas as an anaesthetic (and its other uses) and go on to discuss 
other historic and modern forms of anaesthesia. You could also write about popular lectures and 
famous demonstrations – particularly those involving famous people, or ones that went 
spectacularly or disastrously wrong. 
 
As well as his scientific achievements, he was one of the founders of London Zoo – which will be 
well worth an article. He is also known as ‘the father of modern fly-fishing’ – so there’s scope for 
another article here, for publication in the various angling magazines around the world 
 
Davy damaged his eyesight in a laboratory accident, so you could write about this and how it 
affected him. You could also explore the development of eye protection, look at everyday household 
chemicals which are hazardous to eyesight, and so on. You should be able to find all sorts of 
markets for these articles, including national newspapers and general magazines; women’s 
magazines; trade magazines for opticians, chemists, engineers, healthcare workers; and more – both 
in your own country and internationally. 
 
All of these articles can begin by mentioning the 200th anniversary of the safety lamp test, and then 
continue: “Although Davy is remembered for his safety lamp he also...” or: “You might not know 
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that Davy also...” and then you can go on to discuss whichever other aspect of his life or work you 
want to talk about. 
 
All of this information came from the Wikipedia page about him. That page also has links to several 
related pages, references and a bibliography. You could also look him up in Encyclopaedia 
Britannica or the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, or have a quick skim through a book 
about his life. You can do all of these things in just a few minutes, and they will all undoubtedly 
lead to ideas for further articles. 
 

Note: neither Wikipedia nor Encyclopaedia Britannica are known for being 100% reliable, 
so it’s important to cross-check your facts with other sources. But if both Wikipedia and 
Encyclopaedia Britannica give the same information then it should be safe to trust it. 

 
In case you don’t manage to sell all of these articles (or can’t get them all commissioned), or you 
don’t have time to write them all, don’t throw anything away – you can use it all again in the future. 
Davy died in 1829, so the 200th anniversary of his death (in May 2029) isn’t that far away (14 years 
at the time of writing). Make a note of this date and where you’ve kept your articles and notes, as 
you should be able to sell everything then. If anything, the demand for articles about him will be 
even greater at that time, and you should also be able to resell the articles that were published the 
first time around. There will also undoubtedly be many TV documentaries and radio features about 
him then, which you could write or contribute to. 
 

Tip: Never throw away your articles or ideas, and always keep copies of the articles you’ve 
had published. You never know when you might be able to sell them again! It’s a good idea 
to store everything in a secure place and index it all so you can find it easily. 

 
 
 

18. More advanced 
 
Some editors may tell you they don’t want your articles because they can cover the stories 
themselves using their in-house staff. That doesn’t mean you can’t write for them as well. 
 
What most editors (and TV/radio producers and so on) are looking for is something original; 
something that hasn’t been done before. They don’t (necessarily) want a summary of a famous 
person’s life, or a potted history and timeline of an event – though it’s always worth offering these 
things as options on your pre-approval list, as they’re the easiest articles to write. 
 
In cases like this, you’ll probably have more success if you propose something different, or more 
compelling, or a new angle – something that ties in with the date of the event, but which will run 
alongside the more general features written by their own staff. 
 
If you’re writing about a person, for example, don’t just focus on his life and accomplishments; 
have a look at the other things that went on in his life, and external things that were happening at 
the same time: 
 

• the specific problems he encountered and how he overcame them or lived with them 
 

• his hobbies, interests and passions 
 

• his relatives and relationships 
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• how he was affected by wars, embargoes, government restrictions, rivalry, financial 

depressions, strikes, patent and legal disputes, and so on 
 
A small amount of research on some of these could also lead to interesting articles for hobby or 
trade magazines – which might provide you with yet another market for your work. Remember the 
example from earlier, where you might discover that a famous scientist or politician who died 100 
years ago was also a keen cyclist, or took part in races. Or perhaps he invented or upgraded a 
component or accessory or technique that became an important part of modern cycling. There are 
plenty of cycling magazines on the market that would undoubtedly be interested. 
 
It’s also worth searching for events, and famous people’s interests (and other aspects of their lives), 
that tie in with your own life and interests. You might already read magazines and visit websites 
related to these things, so these will be excellent markets to target. 
 
 
 

19. Going further 
 
As always, it’s a good idea to look outside the box. 
 
For example, you might try looking at an event through the eyes of someone who was there at the 
time, to give an historical article a more personal feel. Write a dramatised account of what it was 
(probably) like to have been there and to have witnessed it or lived through it. 
 
Or you could think about how the world might have been different if a particular person hadn’t been 
born, or if he’d done something else, or if an event hadn’t taken place, or if it had happened in a 
different way or at a different time or in a different place. This is a great way of coming up with 
ideas for speculative fiction and alternative history stories. 
 
You could also use an event, or a series of them, or an alternative history of them, as background 
detail in a novel or screenplay. Have your characters think about the events, and talk about them. 
Perhaps they could influence one or more events, or be influenced by them. Perhaps they could 
meet the person whose anniversary it is, or witness his death or go to his funeral. Perhaps their lives 
change as a result of that person’s death, even if they never met him. 
 
Another option is to look for anniversaries that trigger memories and reminiscences in your mind. 
These could lead to all sorts of writing projects, including articles, short stories, novels, memoirs, 
poems, and more. 
 
When you’re looking for markets for your work, don’t limit yourself to printed publications. There 
are plenty of online publications that need writers. Since you’re planning to make a career out of 
this, look for the ones that will pay you. 
 

Note: payment doesn’t necessarily have to be in the form of money. For example, you might 
write articles for an artist’s website or blog or book or magazine, and in exchange she (or 
one of her colleagues) might provide photos or illustrations for your articles (which can 
further improve your articles sales). Or perhaps she could design book covers for you – see 
the section on Collected Works. 

 
As we’ve discussed previously, don’t limit yourself to your own country – there’s a whole world out 
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there that’s interested in what you have to say, and most anniversaries have both local and universal 
aspects to them. 
 
 
 

20. Cheating 
 
This is something I would never do myself, but so many people do it that it’s worth mentioning. The 
thing is, you don’t have to write all of these articles yourself. In fact you don’t have to write any of 
them yourself. You can simply get your ideas pre-approved and then pass the writing part over to 
someone else, specifying the topic, hook, angle, style or tone, and word count you need. 
 
For example, you can easily find talented article writers on websites such as fiverr.com, which (as 
the name implies) charges $5 per task. 
 
You might wonder how good an article can be if it only costs you $5. But there are lots of well-
educated English-speaking people living in low-waged countries where $5 is a lot of money. If they 
can churn out 10 articles per day, that’s $50 earned ($40 actually because fiverr keeps $1 per task 
for itself). That might be the equivalent of a week’s wages over there, so being able to earn that in a 
single day – while working from home – is a big deal for them. You might have to try a few writers 
before you find one that produces articles to your standard, but once you do it’s worth sticking with 
them. 
 
You can then put your name on the article and send it off to the editor as if you’d written it yourself, 
earning considerably more than $5 for doing so. So you make your money by finding paid outlets 
for articles and commissioning them, rather than by writing the articles yourself. That makes you a 
kind of broker rather than a writer. 
 
Even if an article isn’t quite what you wanted, you can always edit it a little and rephrase it the way 
you would have done if you’d written it yourself. It’s still a lot faster and easier than writing the 
whole thing from scratch. 
 
If you don’t have the writing skills, or if you get overwhelmed with too many editors wanting 
articles from you, this is an option you could consider. If you can find enough paid markets (and 
there really is no shortage of them) and work with multiple writers, you could make a fortune. 
 
 
 

21. Collected works 
 
Once you’ve been writing for a while and you’ve written a good number of articles on the same 
theme or subject (such as cycling, or famous politicians or scientists, or whatever your main 
interests or specialisms are) you could consider putting a collection of them into book form. How 
many articles you’d need would depend on their length. You’d probably need at least 40 to 50 
longer articles, or up to 200 shorter ones. 
 
If you have a weekly column, it might take you a couple of years or more to build up enough 
articles. But a book of your collected columns is still worth doing, and by that time you should have 
a decent following of readers who will be interested in buying it. (All you have to do is mention it 
in your column and let your readers know where they can buy it.) 
 

http://www.fiverr.com
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If you have columns in several different publications you can obviously do this for each of them. So 
you might end up with several books to your name without doing any additional writing. 
 
 
 

22. Timing 
 
Timing is vitally important, of course. You need to start work well in advance of the anniversary, so 
that your finished piece of writing appears in print – or on stage or screen or radio – at exactly the 
right time. As I mentioned earlier, most monthly magazines work several months in advance. If 
you’re writing an article for the December issue they might want the finished piece by September at 
the latest, and perhaps as early as June or July. If you’re writing for the stage or screen you might 
need to have your script ready more than a year before the anniversary occurs. If you’re going to get 
your ideas pre-approved before you write them (which you definitely should) then you’ll need to 
allow enough time for this extra step too. 
 
All of which means you should look at getting the next edition of The Date-A-Base Book as soon as 
it becomes available! 
 
 
 

23. Pass it on 
 
If you know anyone who dislikes their job or who has ever expressed an interest in becoming a 
writer but can’t seem to find the time to do it, please give them a copy of this book. You can 
forward it to as many people as you like, free of charge, or you can print out a copy and send it to 
them. 
 
 
 

24. Keep in touch 
 
I would dearly love to hear from you if you manage to make a successful career from writing 
anniversary articles in the way I’ve discussed in this book. Let me know what sort of job you were 
doing before you became a writer, how you felt about that job, how it felt to ditch it (and how you 
did it!) and how much of a difference being a writer has made to your life. 
 
You can email me at dave@ideas4writers.co.uk 
 
Good luck! 
 
Dave Haslett 
March 2015 
 
 
Keep reading for some useful resources and a complete sample chapter from The Date-A-Base 
Book 2015 to help you get started. 

mailto:dave@ideas4writers.co.uk
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25. Resources 
 
 
The Date-A-Base Book 
 
Free sample copy (last year’s edition): www.ideas4writers.co.uk/datesample 
 
Current editions: www.ideas4writers.co.uk/dates 
 
 
 
Recommended article-writing courses 
 
www.writersbureau.com/courses/article-writing/ 
 
www.writers-online.co.uk/Writing-Courses/Courses/36/Article_writing_and_Freelance_Journalism 
 
www.stonebridge.uk.com/course/writing-saleable-articles 
 
 
 
Magazine Listings 
 
UK: 
 
www.amazon.co.uk (Newsstand department) 
 
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 
 
 
USA: 
 
www.amazon.com (Magazine Subscriptions department) 
 
www.magazines.com 
 
 
 
For other countries go to google.com and search for: 
 
magazines + subject + country 

http://www.ideas4writers.co.uk/datesample
http://www.ideas4writers.co.uk/dates
http://www.writersbureau.com/courses/article-writing/
http://www.writers-online.co.uk/Writing-Courses/Courses/36/Article_writing_and_Freelance_Journalism
http://www.stonebridge.uk.com/course/writing-saleable-articles
http://www.amazon.co.uk
http://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.magazines.com
http://www.google.com
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Full chapter for September 
from The Date-A-Base Book 2015 

 
 
2000 years ago (24 Sep 15) 
Birth of (Aulus) Vitellius, Roman Emperor (AD 69, for 8 months). 
 
1300 years ago (26 Sep 715) 
Frankish Civil War – the Battle of Compiègne (now in north-east France). 
The first battle of the war. Neustrian victory. 
 
800 years ago (23 Sep 1215) 
Birth of Kublai Khan, Mongolian Emperor (1260–94). 
Founder of the Yuan Dynasty in China. 
 
600 years ago (21 Sep 1415) 
Birth of Frederick III, Holy Roman Emperor and German king. 
 
500 years ago (13 – 14 Sep 1515) 
War of the League of Cambrai – the Battle of Marignano (Italy). Franco-Venetian victory. 
Following this battle Switzerland swore it would remain forever neutral. 
 
500 years ago (22 Sep 1515) 
Birth of Anne of Cleves, Queen of England (1540). 
4th wife of King Henry VIII (marriage annulled). 
 
400 years ago (1 Sep 1615 / or 30 Aug 1615?) 
Death of Étienne Pasquier, French lawyer, poet and writer. 
Noted for his encyclopaedic historical work Recherches de la France (Research of France). 
 
400 years ago (25 Sep 1615) 
Death of Lady Arbella Stuart, English noblewoman. Claimant to the English throne. 
 
300 years ago (1 Sep 1715) 
Death of Louis XIV, (the Sun King), King of France and Navarre (1643–1715). 
Succeeded by Louis XV. 
 
300 years ago (1 Sep 1715) 
Death of François Girardon, French sculptor. 
Known for his extensive decorative work at the Palace of Versailles during the reign of Louis XIV. 
 
300 years ago (6 Sep 1715) 
Jacobite Uprisings: the Earl of Mar proclaimed James III the rightful sovereign, leading to a 
Jacobite uprising throughout Scotland and in parts of England. 
 
300 years ago (15 Sep 1715) 
Birth of Jean-Baptiste Vaquette de Gribeauval, French military officer and engineer. 
An artillery specialist who revolutionised the French cannon, which led to great military successes 
in the Napoleonic Wars. 
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300 years ago (22 Sep 1715) 
Birth of Jean-Étienne Guettard, French geologist and mineralogist. 
The first to survey and map the geological features of France and to identify the volcanic origins of 
Auvergne in central France. 
 
300 years ago (30 Sep 1715 
Birth of Étienne Bonnot de Condillac, French philosopher, psychologist and logician. 
 
250 years ago (18 Sep 1765) 
Birth of Pope Gregory XVI. 
 
250 years ago (22 Sep 1765) 
Birth of Paolo Ruffini, Italian mathematician, physician and educator. 
 
250 years ago (30 Sep 1765) 
Birth of José María Morelos, Mexican revolutionary and priest. 
Leader of the Mexican War of Independence movement. (Executed for treason in 1815.) 
 
200 years ago (7 Sep 1815) 
Birth of Howell Cobb, American politician. Speaker of the House of Representatives (1849–51), 
Governor of Georgia (1851–53), Secretary of the Treasury (1857–60). A founder of the Confederate 
States of America. President of the Provisional Confederate States Congress (1861–62). 
 
200 years ago (9 Sep 1815) 
Death of John Singleton Copley, American portrait artist, also known for his historical scenes. 
Active in the USA and England. Regarded as the finest artist of colonial America. 
 
200 years ago (20 Sep 1815 / or 28 Sep 1815?) 
Death of Nicolas Desmarest, French geologist. 
Best known for proving that basalt is volcanic in origin, thereby disproving the theory that all rocks 
were sedimentary. 
 
200 years ago (24 Sep 1815) 
Death of John Sevier, American soldier, frontiersman and politician. 
The first Governor of Tennessee (1796–1801, 1803–09). 
 
200 years ago (26 Sep 1815) 
The Holy Alliance was formed by Russia, Prussia and Austria. 
 
200 years ago (29 Sep 1815) 
The Order of the Netherlands Lion (a Dutch order of chivalry equivalent to Britain’s Order of the 
Bath) was established by King William of the Netherlands. 
 
200 years ago (29 Sep 1815) 
Birth of Andreas Achenbach, German landscape artist, associated with the Düsseldorf school of 
painting. 
 
175 years ago (21 Sep 1840) 
Birth of Murad V, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire (1876 for 3 months). 
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175 years ago (23 Sep 1840) 
British photography pioneer William Henry Fox Talbot invented the calotype process, which used a 
gallic acid solution and light-sensitive paper coated with silver iodide. A key part of this innovation 
was that it produced translucent negatives from which multiple prints could be made. 
(The process was made public in Feb 1841.) 
 
150 years ago (1 Sep 1865) 
British surgeon Joseph Lister performed the first surgery using antiseptics. 
He used a carbolic acid solution to sterilise surgical instruments and clean wounds to prevent 
microbes from entering. 
 
150 years ago (2 Sep 1865) 
Death of Sir William Rowan Hamilton, Irish mathematician. 
He made major contributions to the fields of optics, dynamics and algebra, and his work was 
important in the development of quantum mechanics. 
 
150 years ago (3 Sep 1865) 
Birth of Wilhelm Bousset, German biblical (New Testament) scholar and theologian. 
 
150 years ago (11 Sep 1865) 
Birth of Rainis, important Latvian poet, playwright and translator. 
 
150 years ago (11 Sep 1865) 
Death of Christophe Louis Léon Juchault de Lamoricière, French Army general. 
Noted for his role in the conquest of Algeria, where he also acted as temporary Governor-General in 
1845. 
 
150 years ago (13 Sep 1865) 
Birth of Maud Ballington Booth, British-born American Salvation Army leader and co-founder of 
the Volunteers of America. 
 
150 years ago (19 Sep 1865) 
Atlanta University (now Clark Atlanta University) was founded in Georgia, USA. 
 
150 years ago (23 Sep 1865) 
Birth of Baroness Emmuska Orczy, Hungarian-born British novelist. 
Best known for The Scarlet Pimpernel. 
 
150 years ago (26 Sep 1865) 
Birth of Mary Russell, Duchess of Bedford, British aviator and ornithologist. 
She founded several hospitals and was a member of the Women’s Tax Resistance League (part of 
the women’s suffrage movement). 
 
150 years ago (28 Sep 1865) 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson became the first woman in Britain to qualify as a physician and surgeon. 
As a woman she was barred from practising medicine in any hospital, so she founded her own 
practice. (She later also became the first female to qualify as a physician in France, and was the first 
female mayor and magistrate in Britain.) 
 
150 years ago (30 Sep 1865) 
Death of Samuel David Luzzatto, Italian Jewish scholar, writer and poet. 
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125 years ago (9 Sep 1890) 
Birth of Colonel Sanders (Harland Sanders), American businessman and restaurateur. 
Founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC). 
 
125 years ago (12 Sep 1890) 
The city of Salisbury, Rhodesia was founded. (It is now Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe.) 
 
125 years ago (15 Sep 1890) 
Birth of Dame Agatha Christie, award-winning British crime/mystery writer. 
The best-selling novelist of all time. She created popular characters including Hercule Poirot and 
Miss Marple. Also known for Murder on the Orient Express, the long-running play The Mousetrap, 
and many more. 
 
125 years ago (24 Sep 1890 / or 6 Oct 1890?) 
The Mormon Church officially renounced polygamy. 
 
125 years ago (25 Sep 1890) 
Sequoia National Park was established in California, USA. 
 
100 years ago (5 – 8 Sep 1915) 
The Zimmerwald Conference was held in Switzerland. 
The anti-war conference was organised by anti-militarist socialist parties that were neutral at the 
outbreak of WWI. 
 
100 years ago (6 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Franz Josef Strauß, German politician and cabinet minister. 
Leader of the Christian Social Union. Minister-President of Bavaria. 
 
100 years ago (7 Sep 1915) 
American writer Johnny Gruelle was granted a patent for his Raggedy Ann doll. 
(Raggedy Andy was introduced in 1920.) 
 
100 years ago (9 Sep 1915) 
The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (now the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History) was founded in Washington D.C., USA. 
 
100 years ago (9 Sep 1915) 
Death of Al(bert) Spalding, American baseball player and businessman. 
Co-founder of the A. G. Spalding sporting goods company (now called Spalding and known for its 
balls). 
 
100 years ago (10 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Edmond O’Brien, Academy Award-winning American stage, film and television actor 
(D.O.A., The Barefoot Contessa, White Heat, The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, The Wild Bunch, 
and more). 
 
100 years ago (11 Sep 1915) 
Death of Sir William Cornelius Van Horne, Canadian-born American railway executive. 
President of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Helped create the Cuba Railroad Company. 
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100 years ago (15 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Helmut Schön, German football player and manager. 
Managed the West German national team (1964–78). 
 
100 years ago (16 Sep 1915) 
The first Women’s Institute in Britain was established, in Anglesey, North Wales. 
 
100 years ago (17 Sep 1915) 
Birth of M. F. Husain, celebrated Indian artist. 
Noted for his vibrant, modified-Cubist-style paintings. 
 
100 years ago (19 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Elizabeth Stern, Canadian-born American pathologist. 
Noted for her study of the stages of a cell’s progression from normal to cancerous. 
 
100 years ago (21 Sep 1915) 
Stonehenge was sold at auction and bought by Cecil Chubb for £6,600 ($10,500). 
It is thought that it was intended as a gift for his wife, but as she was less than pleased with it he 
gave it to the nation in October 1918. 
 
100 years ago (21 Sep 1915) 
Death of Anthony Comstock, American reformer and anti-vice/morality campaigner. 
Noted for his campaigns for the censorship of obscenity, especially in pornography and literature. 
 
100 years ago (22 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Arthur Lowe, British stage and television actor. 
Best known for his role as Captain Mainwaring in the WWII-based TV sitcom Dad’s Army. 
 
100 years ago (23 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Clifford Shull, American physicist. 
Joint winner of the 1994 Nobel Prize for Physics for his development of neutron-scattering 
techniques, particularly neutron diffraction. 
 
100 years ago (25 Sep – 14 Oct 1915) 
World War I – the Battle of Loos (France). 
Result: stalemate. 
 
100 years ago (25 Sep – 6 Nov 1915) 
World War I – the Second Battle of Champagne (France). 
German victory. 
 
100 years ago (25 Sep 1915?) 
Birth of Ethel Rosenberg, American clerk and Soviet spy. 
She and her husband Julius were convicted of passing U.S. nuclear secrets to the USSR, and were 
the first civilians to be executed for espionage, in 1953. 
(Some sources give her date of birth as 28th; her grave says 25th.) 
 
100 years ago (26 Sep 1915) 
Death of (James) Keir Hardie, Scottish socialist politician. 
Founder and first leader of the Independent Labour Party. Co-founder of the Labour Party. 
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100 years ago (27 Sep 1915) 
Xavier University of Louisiana officially opened in New Orleans. 
It is the only black Catholic college in the USA. (It was originally a high school but became a 
university in 1925 when a College of Liberal Arts and Sciences was established.) 
 
100 years ago (27 Sep 1915) 
Death of Remy de Gourmont, prolific French Symbolist poet, novelist, playwright, philosopher and 
critic. 
 
100 years ago (27 Sep 1915) 
Death of Conrad Theodor van Deventer, Dutch lawyer, statesman and writer. 
Known for his works about the Dutch East Indies and for his ideas which formed the basis of the 
Ethical Policy for the Dutch East Indies. 
 
100 years ago (29 Sep 1915) 
New Orleans hurricane. 
At least 275 people were killed when the hurricane hit Louisiana, USA. 
 
100 years ago (30 Sep 1915) 
Birth of Lester Maddox, American businessman and politician. Governor of Georgia (1967–71). 
Noted for refusing to serve African Americans at his restaurant (he closed it down rather than 
comply with the law). 
 
90 years ago (3 Sep 1925) 
The U.S. Navy’s first rigid airship USS Shenandoah was torn apart and crashed during a storm over 
Ohio. 14 people were killed. 
 
90 years ago (3 Sep 1925) 
The first international handball game was played, in Germany. 
 
90 years ago (7 Sep 1925) 
Birth of Laura Ashley, Welsh designer and businesswoman. 
Known for her traditional-style printed fabrics which she used to create soft furnishings and 
women’s clothing. Co-founder (with her husband Bernard) of the Laura Ashley textile company and 
chain of shops. (Died 1985.) 
 
90 years ago (8 Sep 1925) 
Birth of Peter Sellers, award-winning British actor and comedian. 
Best known for the radio series The Goon Show and for his role as Inspector Clouseau in The Pink 
Panther film series. (Died 1980.) 
 
90 years ago (13 Sep 1925) 
Birth of Mel Tormé, influential American jazz singer, songwriter, musician, arranger, actor and 
writer. (Died 1999.) 
 
90 years ago (16 Sep 1925) 
Birth of Charles Haughey, Taoiseach (prime minister) of Ireland (1979–81, 1982, 1987–92). 
(Died 2006.) 
 
90 years ago (28 Sep 1925) 
Birth of Seymour Cray, American electronics engineer and computer designer. 
Known for his supercomputers. (Died 1996.) 
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80 years ago (1 Sep 1935) 
Death of Abraham Isaac Kook, first chief rabbi of the British Mandate of Palestine. 
 
80 years ago (2 Sep 1935) 
Labor Day Hurricane, Florida Keys, USA. 
423 people were killed. 
 
80 years ago (3 Sep 1935) 
British driver Malcolm Campbell set a new world land speed record of 301.13 mph (484.62 km/h) 
in Bluebird at Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah, USA. 
 
80 years ago (8 Sep 1935) 
American singer Frank Sinatra made his radio debut, performing on a talent show (Major Bowes’ 
Original Amateur Hour) as a member of The Hoboken Four. (They won.) 
 
80 years ago (10 Sep 1935) 
Death of Huey Long, U.S. Senator, Governor of Louisiana. (Assassinated.) 
 
80 years ago (11 Sep 1935) 
Birth of Gherman Titov, Soviet-Russian cosmonaut (Vostok 2). 
The second man to orbit the Earth. The first man to make more than one orbit. 
Hero of the Soviet Union. (Died 2000.) 
 
80 years ago (13 Sep 1935) 
The Niagara Gorge Railroad in New York, USA ceased operations when the track became blocked 
by a rock slide near Whirlpool Rapids Bridge. 
 
80 years ago (13 Sep 1935) 
American business magnate and aviator Howard Hughes set a new world landplane air speed record 
(352 mph) in his self-built Hughes H-1 Racer, in California, USA. 
 
80 years ago (15 Sep 1935) 
The Nuremberg Laws were passed in Germany. German Jews were stripped of their citizenship and 
civil rights, and the swastika became the official symbol of Nazi Germany. 
 
80 years ago (17 Sep 1935) 
Birth of Ken Kesey, American novelist, short story writer and essayist. 
Associated with the counter-culture revolution. 
Best known for his novel One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. (Died 2001.) 
 
80 years ago (18 Sep 1935) 
Birth of John Spencer, British world champion snooker player. (Died 2006.) 
 
80 years ago (19 Sep 1935) 
Death of Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, pioneering Soviet-Russian research scientist. 
One of the founding fathers of rocketry and astronautics. 
 
80 years ago (20 Sep 1935) 
Birth of David Pegg, British footballer. 
One of the 8 Manchester United players killed in the 1958 Munich air disaster. 
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80 years ago (21 Sep 1935) 
Birth of Henry Gibson, American film and television actor, comedian, poet and songwriter. 
Best known for his roles in the TV series Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In, Nashville and Boston 
Legal. (Died 2009.) 
 
80 years ago (28 Sep 1935) 
Death of William Kennedy Dickson, Scottish inventor who developed an early movie camera whilst 
working for Thomas Edison. He also invented the first practical celluloid film for movie cameras 
and chose the 35mm standard still used today. 
 
80 years ago (30 Sep 1935) 
The Hoover Dam was formally dedicated. 
It is on the Colorado River, on the border between the U.S. states of Arizona and Nevada. 
 
80 years ago (30 Sep 1935) 
George Gershwin’s opera Porgy and Bess was first performed, in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 
It opened on Broadway on 10th October. 
 
75 years ago (2 Sep 1940) 
World War II: U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a ‘destroyers for bases’ agreement with 
Britain. Britain received 50 mothballed destroyers in exchange for 99-year rent-free leases on 
various British overseas territories where the U.S. was allowed to build air or naval bases. 
 
75 years ago (3 Sep 1940) 
Pieter Sjoerds Gerbrandy became Prime Minister of the Dutch Government in Exile (in London). 
 
75 years ago (4 Sep 1940) 
CBS made the first colour TV broadcast in the USA, from its experimental station W2XAB in New 
York City. 
 
75 years ago (6 Sep 1940) 
King Carol II of Romania abdicated and was succeeded by his son Michael I. 
Upon abdication he transferred most of his dictatorial powers to Prime Minister Ion Antonescu. 
 
75 years ago (6 Sep 1940) 
Birth of Elizabeth Murray, American Modernist / Neo-Expressionist / abstract artist. 
(Died 2007.) 
 
75 years ago (7 Sep 1940 – 21 May 1941) 
World War II: the Blitz – Nazi Germany’s sustained aerial attack on London and other British cities 
in an attempt to destroy its war production capabilities. German strategic failure. 
 
75 years ago (7 Sep 1940) 
The Treaty of Craiova was signed by Romania and Bulgaria. 
Romania returned the southern part of the Dobruja region to Bulgaria. 
Romanian citizens (about 20% of the population) were resettled in northern Dobruja. 
 
75 years ago (7 Sep 1940) 
Birth of Abdurrahman Wahid, President of Indonesia (1999–2001). (Died 2009.) 
 
75 years ago (9 – 16 Sep 1940) 
World War II: the Italian invasion Egypt. Result: inconclusive. 
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75 years ago (9 Sep 1940) 
The first remote operation of a computer. 
American mathematician and electrical engineer George Stibitz of Bell Labs sent commands to a 
computer in New York over telegraph lines from a teletype machine at the American Mathematical 
Society conference, Dartmouth College, New Hampshire. 
 
75 years ago (11 Sep 1940) 
The Nederlandsche SS (Dutch SS) was established. 
 
75 years ago (12 Sep 1940) 
The Lascaux Caves in France were discovered by four teenagers. 
The caves contained well-preserved 17,000-year-old Palaeolithic wall paintings. 
 
75 years ago (12 Sep 1940) 
297,000 pounds of gunpowder exploded at the Hercules Powder Company plant in Kenvil, New 
Jersey, USA. 51 people were killed and over 200 injured. (The cause remains unknown.) 
 
75 years ago (13 Sep 1940) 
World War II: German bombs hit Buckingham Palace in London, causing minor damage. 
 
75 years ago (15 Sep 1940) 
World War II: the Battle of Britain – the turning point. 
The German Luftwaffe sustained heavy losses. On 17th September Hitler abandoned his plan to 
invade Britain (Operation Sea Lion) after reaching the conclusion that the operation was not viable. 
 
75 years ago (15 Sep 1940) 
Birth of Merlin Olsen, American football player, sports announcer and television actor (Little House 
on the Prairie, Father Murphy). (Died 2010.) 
 
75 years ago (16 Sep 1940) 
U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed into law the Selective Training and Service Act, 
establishing the first peacetime military draft in U.S. history. 
 
75 years ago (16 Sep 1940) 
Samuel T. Rayburn became speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives following the death of 
William B. Bankhead (who died on 15th September). 
 
75 years ago (17 Sep 1940) 
Holocaust: Nazi Germany passed a law which entitled them to seize any valuable possessions from 
Jews in Germany and German-occupied territories. 
 
75 years ago (19 Sep 1940) 
Holocaust: Polish cavalry officer Witold Pilecki allowed himself to be captured by the Nazis during 
a street round-up in Warsaw. He was sent to Auschwitz concentration camp where he smuggled out 
information about the camp’s operation and the atrocities taking place there. He also organised a 
resistance movement which set up a secret radio station to broadcast camp details to the outside 
world. (He escaped in April 1943.) 
 
75 years ago (22 – 26 Sep 1940) 
World War II: the Japanese invasion of French Indochina. 
Japanese victory. 
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75 years ago (23 Sep 1940) 
The George Cross, Britain’s highest civil decoration, was instituted by King George VI to recognise 
acts of heroism. 
 
75 years ago (25 Sep 1940) 
World War II: a team of mathematicians from the U.S. Army Signals Intelligence Service cracked 
the Japanese Purple Code (similar to the German Enigma code), allowing them to decipher secret 
Japanese communications. 
 
75 years ago (26 Sep 1940) 
Death of Walter Benjamin, German literary critic, philosopher, aesthetician and broadcaster. 
(Committed suicide while escaping from the Nazis.) 
 
75 years ago (27 Sep 1940) 
World War II: The Tripartite Pact was signed in Berlin by Germany, Japan and Italy. 
This military alliance marked the founding of the Axis Powers. 
 
75 years ago (27 Sep 1940) 
Death of Julius Wagner-Jauregg, Austrian psychiatrist and neurologist. 
Winner of the 1927 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine for discovering that paralytic dementia 
caused by late-stage syphilis (a terminal illness) could be treated by giving the patient malaria 
(which could then be treated). 
 
75 years ago (30 Sep 1940) 
Birth of Dewey Martin, Canadian drummer (Buffalo Springfield). 
(Died 2009.) 
 
70 years ago (2 Sep 1945) 
World War II officially ended when representatives from Japan signed the formal surrender 
document on board the U.S. battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 
 
70 years ago (2 Sep 1945) 
The Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) was founded, with Ho Chi Minh as its first 
Prime Minister and President. 
 
70 years ago (5 Sep 1945) 
Cold War: Igor Gouzenko, a clerk at the Soviet Union embassy in Ottawa, Canada, defected to 
Canada, bringing with him more than 100 documents which detailed Soviet espionage activities in 
the West. This marked the beginning of the Cold War as the people of North America became aware 
of the magnitude and dangers of Soviet espionage. 
 
70 years ago (5 Sep 1945) 
Iva Toguri (better known as ‘Tokyo Rose’), an American-born Japanese radio propaganda 
broadcaster during WWII, was arrested by U.S. forces in Yokohama. 
 
70 years ago (8 Sep 1945) 
Following the partitioning of Korea on 15th August, U.S. forces arrived in South Korea to receive 
the Japanese surrender, while Japanese forces in North Korea surrendered to the Soviets. 
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70 years ago (8 Sep 1945) 
Former Japanese Prime Minister Hideki Tojo shot himself in an attempted suicide rather than face a 
WWII war crimes tribunal. 
(He survived, was convicted of war crimes, and was hanged in December 1948.) 
 
70 years ago (9 Sep 1945) 
World War II: the Second Sino–Japanese War ended. Chinese victory. 
 
70 years ago (10 Sep 1945) 
Former Norwegian Prime Minister Vidkun Quisling was convicted of collaborating with Nazi 
Germany during WWII, and numerous other crimes, and was sentenced to death. 
(He was executed on 24th October.) 
 
70 years ago (10 Sep 1945) 
Mike the Headless Chicken, an American Wyandotte chicken, was beheaded with the intention of 
killing him for the family’s meal. He survived (the axe missed his jugular vein and brain stem) and 
he lived for another 18 months, becoming a celebrity. 
 
70 years ago (11 Sep 1945) 
World War II: the Japanese-run Batu Lintang POW internment camp in Borneo was liberated by the 
Australian 9th Division. 
 
70 years ago (13 Sep 1945 – 30 Mar 1946) 
War in Vietnam. 
This led to the First Indochina War (Dec 1946 – Aug 1954). 
 
70 years ago (14 – 18 Sep 1945) 
The Homestead hurricane hit the Leeward Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Bahamas, 
Florida, Georgia, and North and South Carolina, causing significant damage and flooding. 
26 people were killed. 
 
70 years ago (16 Sep 1945) 
World War II: Japanese occupying forces in Hong Kong officially surrendered to Britain. 
 
70 years ago (19 Sep 1945) 
Nazi propaganda broadcaster William Joyce (‘Lord Haw-Haw’) was sentenced to death by a British 
court after being convicted of treason. (He was executed on 3rd January 1946.) 
 
70 years ago (20 Sep 1945) 
Operation Paperclip: 7 German rocket scientists arrived in the USA after being recruited to help 
develop its ballistic missile and rocket programmes. Among them was Werner von Braun, the 
‘Father of Rocket Science’. 
 
70 years ago (26 Sep 1945) 
Death of Béla Bartók, Hungarian composer and pianist. 
One of the most important composers of the 20th century. 
 
70 years ago (30 Sep 1945) 
Bourne End rail crash, Hertfordshire, UK. 
43 people were killed when an express train derailed due to excessive speed (driver error). 
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65 years ago (1 Sep 1950) 
The constitution of West Berlin came into effect. 
Although it was associated with West Germany it was not part of it, and was administered by the 
Western Allies. It was bordered by East Berlin and East Germany. 
 
65 years ago (3 Sep 1950) 
Italian racing driver Giuseppe (‘Nino’) Farina became the first ever Formula One World Champion 
after winning the 1950 Italian Grand Prix. 
 
65 years ago (4 Sep 1950) 
Korean War: the U.S. Air Force carried out the first helicopter rescue of a downed American pilot 
from behind enemy lines. Captain Robert E. Wayne was rescued after his plane was shot down by 
ground fire. 
 
65 years ago (4 Sep 1950) 
The Southern 500, the first 500-mile NASCAR race, was held at Darlington Raceway in South 
Carolina, USA. 
 
65 years ago (4 Sep 1950) 
The comic strip Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker was first published in the USA. 
(The comic strips are now produced by his son, Greg.) 
 
65 years ago (9 Sep 1950) 
The first episode of the sitcom The Hank McCune Show was broadcast on NBC TV in the USA. 
It is noted for being the first TV show to use a laugh track. 
(The show was cancelled after 3 months.) 
 
65 years ago (11 Sep 1950) 
Birth of Barry Sheene, British world champion motorcycle racer. (Died 2003.) 
 
65 years ago (12 Sep 1950) 
The USA proposed the rearming of West Germany and its incorporation into NATO to help with the 
defence of Europe. (West Germany joined NATO in 1955.) 
 
65 years ago (15 – 19 Sep 1950) 
Korean War – the Battle of Inchon. 
The United Nations staged a daring assault on Inchon, landing thousands of troops behind enemy 
lines. UN victory. 
 
65 years ago (21 Sep 1950) 
George Marshall became U.S. Secretary of Defense. 
 
65 years ago (22 – 25 Sep 1950) 
Korean War – the Second Battle of Seoul. UN victory. 
The South Korean capital was liberated on 25th (although fighting continued in the suburbs). 
It was officially returned to President Syngman Rhee on 29th. 
 
65 years ago (29 Sep 1950) 
The first automatic telephone answering machine was tested at Bell Telephone Laboratories in New 
York, USA. 
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60 years ago (6 Sep 1955) 
Shukri al-Quwatli became President of Syria for the third time. 
 
60 years ago (10 Sep 1955) 
The Western drama series Gunsmoke was first broadcast on CBS TV in the USA. 
(It ran until 1975 and was based on the radio series of the same name which ran from 1952 to 
1961.) 
 
60 years ago (10 Sep 1955) 
Death of Robert Blackburn, British aviation pioneer. 
Founder of Blackburn Aircraft (now part of Hawker Siddeley). 
He introduced the first scheduled air service in Britain. 
 
60 years ago (11 Sep 1955) 
The Bern Switzerland Temple was dedicated. 
It was the first temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to be built outside of 
North America. 
 
60 years ago (13 – 20 Sep 1955) 
Hurricane Hilda devastated Cuba’s coffee crop and caused extensive damage and flooding in 
Mexico. 304 people were killed. 
(Mexico was also hit by Hurricane Janet just 10 days later – see 22nd September below.) 
 
60 years ago (15 Sep 1955) 
Vladimir Nabokov’s controversial novel Lolita was first published, in Paris, France. 
(The publisher was best known for its pornographic works and the book was littered with 
typographical errors. The many attempts to ban it only fuelled its popularity.) 
 
60 years ago (16 Sep 1955) 
Argentine President Juan Perón was overthrown in a military coup and forced into exile until 1973. 
Lieutenant General Eduardo Lonardi became president but was himself forced out of office after 
two months by hardliners who disliked his conciliatory approach. 
 
60 years ago (16 Sep 1955) 
The United States Auto Club (USAC) was founded as the sanctioning body for a number of racing 
series in the USA. 
 
60 years ago (16 Sep 1955) 
Death of Leo Amery, British statesman and journalist. 
First Lord of the Admiralty (1922–24), Secretary of State for the Colonies (1924–29), Secretary of 
State for India and Burma (1940–45). 
 
60 years ago (21 Sep 1955) 
Britain annexed Rockall, an uninhabited granite islet in the North Atlantic, in order to prevent the 
Soviet Union from placing surveillance equipment there and spying on Britain’s secret nuclear 
missile tests. 
 
60 years ago (22 – 30 Sep 1955) 
Hurricane Janet hit the Caribbean and Mexico, killing over 1,000 people and causing over $65 
million worth of damage. 
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60 years ago (22 Sep 1955) 
Britain’s first independent television channel, ITV, was launched, ending the BBC’s monopoly and 
broadcasting Britain’s first television advertisements. 
(Only viewers in London could receive ITV initially. Regional franchises were rolled out across the 
whole country until 1965.) 
 
60 years ago (25 Sep 1955) 
The Royal Jordanian Air Force was founded. 
 
60 years ago (26 Sep 1955) 
Birds Eye frozen fish fingers first went on sale in Britain. 
 
60 years ago (28 Sep 1955) 
The World Series (baseball) was broadcast in colour for the first time, on NBC TV in the USA. 
 
60 years ago (29 Sep 1955) 
Arthur Miller’s play A View from the Bridge was first performed, in New York City, USA. 
 
60 years ago (30 Sep 1955) 
Death of James Dean, iconic American film actor (Rebel Without a Cause, East of Eden, Giant). 
(Car crash, aged 24.) 
 
50 years ago (3 Sep 1965) 
The First Treblinka Trial ended in Dusseldorf, Germany. 
11 members of staff from the Treblinka extermination camp were on trial for war crimes. 
4 received life sentences. 
 
50 years ago (3 Sep 1965) 
Death of Otto Lederer, Austria-Hungary/Czech-born American film actor. 
He appeared in 120 films between 1912 and 1933. 
Best known for his role as Moisha Yudelson in The Jazz Singer. 
 
50 years ago (4 Sep 1965) 
Death of Albert Schweitzer, German-born French theologian, philosopher, organist, physician and 
missionary doctor in Africa. Winner of the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
50 years ago (6 Sep 1965 – Dec 1966) 
Sobibór Trial, Hagen, Germany. 
12 members of staff from the Sobibór extermination camp were tried for war crimes. 
1 received a life sentence, 4 received shorter sentences, 6 were acquitted, and 1 committed suicide. 
 
50 years ago (7 Sep 1965) 
Vietnam War – Operation Piranha: a U.S./South Vietnamese assault on the Batangan Peninsula. 
The Allied forces stormed a Viet Cong stronghold, killing about 200, but failed to wipe out the Viet 
Cong 1st Regiment, the majority of whom had left the area before the operation began. 
 
50 years ago (8 – 12 Sep 1965) 
Hurricane Betsy caused extensive damage in the Bahamas, southern Florida and Louisiana. 
81 people were killed (mainly in Louisiana). 
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50 years ago (8 Sep 1965) 
Death of Dorothy Dandridge, American singer and film actress. 
The first African American to be nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actress 
(Carmen Jones, Island in the Sun, Porgy and Bess). 
 
50 years ago (8 Sep 1965) 
Death of Hermann Staudinger, German chemist. 
Winner of the 1953 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for demonstrating that polymers are long-chain 
molecules – which led to the huge expansion of the plastics industry. He also discovered ketenes. 
 
50 years ago (9 Sep 1965) 
Tibet became an autonomous region of China. 
 
50 years ago (9 Sep 1965) 
The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development was founded. 
 
50 years ago (9 Sep 1965) 
Death of Julián Carrillo, Mexican composer, conductor, violinist and music theorist. 
Best known for developing the theory of microtonal music, of which he was one of the 20th 
century’s leading exponents. 
 
50 years ago (10 Sep 1965) 
Death of Father Divine, American religious leader. 
Founder of the International Peace Mission – a precursor of the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
50 years ago (11 Sep 1965) 
Death of Ralph C. Smedley, American founder of Toastmasters International. 
 
50 years ago (15 Sep 1965) 
The first episode of the science fiction series Lost in Space was broadcast on CBS TV in the USA. 
(It ran for 3 seasons until 1968.) 
 
50 years ago (15 Sep 1965) 
The first episode of the espionage adventure series I Spy was broadcast on NBC TV in the USA. 
(It ran for 3 seasons until 1968.) 
 
50 years ago (17 Sep 1965) 
Stefanos Stefanopoulos became Prime Minister of Greece. 
 
50 years ago (18 Sep 1965) 
Comet Ikeya-Seki was discovered independently by Japanese astronomers Kaoru Ikeya and 
Tsutomu Seki. 
 
50 years ago (18 Sep 1965) 
The first episode of the fantasy sitcom I Dream of Jeannie was broadcast on NBC TV in the USA. 
(It ran for 5 seasons until 1970.) 
 
50 years ago (21 Sep 1965) 
Ted Erikson became the first American to swim a round trip of the English Channel (England-
France-England). His record time of 30 hours 3 minutes stood until 1975. 
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50 years ago (26 Sep 1965) 
Death of James Fitzmaurice, Irish aviation pioneer. 
Best known as a crew member of the Bremen, which made the first successful east-west 
transatlantic flight in 1928. 
 
50 years ago (27 Sep 1965) 
Death of Clara Bow, (The ‘It’ Girl), American film actress. 
One of the leading film stars and sex symbols of the late 1920s. 
 
50 years ago (28 – 30 Sep 1965) 
Taal Volcano on the island of Luzon, Philippines erupted. 
About 200 people were killed. 
 
50 years ago (29 Sep 1965) 
The National Endowment for the Humanities was formed in the USA. 
 
40 years ago (1 Sep 1975) 
All political parties and associations were outlawed in Bangladesh, and only 4 state-owned 
newspapers were allowed to continue publication. 
 
40 years ago (4 Sep 1975) 
The Sinai Interim Agreement was signed by Egypt and Israel. 
It called for a diplomatic rather than military resolution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
 
40 years ago (5 Sep 1975) 
Attempted assassination of U.S. President Gerald Ford in Sacramento, California by Lynette 
(‘Squeaky’) Fromme, a follower of cult leader Charles Manson. 
The attack was thwarted by a Secret Service agent. 
Fromme was later sentenced to life imprisonment. (Released 2009.) 
(There was a second attempt on the president’s life on 22nd September – see below.) 
 
40 years ago (5 Sep 1975) 
Hilton Hotel bombing, Park Lane, London. 
An IRA bomb exploded in the hotel’s lobby, killing 2 people and injuring 63. 
 
40 years ago (6 Sep 1975) 
Lice earthquake, Turkey. 
2,311 people were killed and there was extensive damage in the towns of Hani, Lice and Kulp and 
the surrounding villages. 
 
40 years ago (6 Sep 1975) 
Czechoslovakian tennis player Martina Navratilova defected to the USA. 
 
40 years ago (9 Sep 1975) 
NASA launched its Viking 2 Mars probe. 
It reached Mars successfully in August 1976. 
Its orbiter operated until July 1978 and returned almost 16,000 images, while its lander remained in 
operation until April 1980. 
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40 years ago (10 Sep 1975) 
Death of Sir George Paget Thomson, British physicist. 
Joint winner of the 1937 Nobel Prize for Physics for demonstrating the wave properties of the 
electron. 
 
40 years ago (12 Sep 1975) 
The city of Boston, Massachusetts, USA began a programme to integrate black and white students 
in previously segregated public schools. There were massive protests and violence, which continued 
for months, and many parents kept their children at home. 
 
40 years ago (13 – 24 Sep 1975) 
Hurricane Eloise hit the Caribbean, Florida and eastern USA, killing 80 people and causing 
extensive damage and flooding. 
 
40 years ago (14 Sep 1975) 
The first US-born saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton, was canonised by Pope Paul VI. 
 
40 years ago (16 Sep 1975) 
Papua New Guinea gained its independence from Australia. 
 
40 years ago (16 Sep 1975) 
The Mikoyan MiG-31 multi-role interceptor fighter aircraft made its first flight, near Moscow, 
Russia. (It entered service in May 1981.) 
 
40 years ago (18 Sep 1975) 
American newspaper heiress Patty Hearst was arrested by the FBI in San Francisco. 
She had been kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army in Feb 1974, and joined them in April 
1974. (In March 1976 she was sentenced to 35 years in prison – reduced to 2 years by U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter. Released February 1979. Pardoned by Bill Clinton in 2001.) 
 
40 years ago (19 Sep 1975) 
José Pinheiro de Azevedo became Prime Minister of Portugal following Vasco Gonçalves’ 
resignation. 
 
40 years ago (20 Sep 1975) 
Death of Saint-John Perse, French poet and diplomat. Known for his evocative imagery. 
Winner of the 1960 Nobel Prize for Literature. 
 
40 years ago (22 Sep 1975) 
Attempted assassination of U.S. President Gerald Ford in San Francisco, California by Sara Jane 
Moore. She shot at the president, missing by a few inches, before being pulled to the ground by a 
former FBI agent. She was later sentenced to life imprisonment. (Released 2007.) 
See also 5th September above. 
 
40 years ago (22 Sep 1975) 
The IRA detonated 17 bombs across Northern Ireland, injuring 12 people. 
 
40 years ago (24 Sep 1975) 
Dougal Haston and Doug Scott became the first Britons to reach the summit of Mount Everest. 
They were also the first climbers from any nation to conquer the south-west face. 
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40 years ago (27 Sep 1975) 
Death of Jack Lang, Premier of New South Wales, Australia (1925–27, 1930–32 – dismissed in a 
financial dispute with the federal government). 
 
40 years ago (28 Sep 1975) 
Spaghetti House siege, Knightsbridge, London. 
An attempted armed robbery at the restaurant went wrong, leading to a 6-day siege with 9 Italian 
staff members held hostage in the basement. The hostages were eventually released unharmed and 
the robbers gave themselves up after becoming demoralised. They all received long prison 
sentences. 
 
40 years ago (29 Sep 1975) 
American R&B / soul singer Jackie Wilson suffered a heart attack and collapsed while performing. 
He lapsed into a 9-year coma which persisted until his death in 1984 (except for a short spell of 
consciousness in 1976). 
 
40 years ago (29 Sep 1975) 
The first wholly African American-owned TV station in the USA, WGPR, began broadcasting in 
Detroit, Michigan. It featured Sharon Dahlonega Raiford Bush as the first African American 
weather presenter in the USA. 
(WGPR is now owned by CBS and is known as WWJ-TV.) 
 
40 years ago (29 Sep 1975) 
Death of Casey Stengel, American baseball player and manager. 
 
40 years ago (30 Sep 1975) 
The Boeing AH-64 Apache attack helicopter made its first flight. 
 
30 years ago (1 Sep 1985) 
The wreck of the RMS Titanic was found in the Atlantic, 400 miles off the coast of Newfoundland, 
Canada, 73 years after it sank. 
 
30 years ago (1 Sep 1985 / or 2 Sep 1985?) 
Cambodian dictator Pol Pot officially retired as leader of the Khmer Rouge and was succeeded by 
Son Sen – though he continued as the de facto leader of the party until 1997. 
 
30 years ago (3 Sep 1985) 
Death of (Papa) Jo Jones, American jazz drummer. 
One of the most influential and admired jazz drummers of all time. 
Noted for his work with Count Basie and other artists of the swing era. 
 
30 years ago (3 Sep 1985) 
Death of Johnny Marks, American songwriter. 
Best known for his Christmas songs, including Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Rockin’ Around 
the Christmas Tree, A Holly Jolly Christmas and more. 
 
30 years ago (4 Sep 1985) 
Buckminsterfullerene C60 (commonly known as the buckyball) was discovered by scientists at 
Sussex University in England and Rice University in Texas, USA. 
It was the first fullerene molecule of carbon to be discovered and resembles a panelled soccer ball 
in shape. The scientists were awarded the 1996 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for their discovery. 
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30 years ago (6 Sep 1985) 
Death of Rodney Robert Porter, British biochemist. 
Joint winner of the 1972 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine for determining the chemical 
structure of an antibody. 
 
30 years ago (8 Sep 1985) 
Death of Paul Flory, American chemist. 
Winner of the 1974 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for his contributions to the physical chemistry of 
polymers or macromolecules. 
 
30 years ago (8 Sep 1985) 
Death of John Franklin Enders, (‘the father of modern vaccines’), American microbiologist. 
Joint winner of the 1954 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine for his role in cultivating the polio 
virus in tissue cultures. He also helped develop a vaccine against measles. 
 
30 years ago (9 – 11 Sep 1985) 
Handsworth riots, Birmingham, England. 
Unemployment and racial tensions fuelled a mass riot following the arrest of a man in a café and a 
police raid on a public house. 45 shops were looted and burnt, at least 2 people were killed. 
(Several riots occurred across England that autumn.) 
 
30 years ago (9 Sep 1985) 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan ordered limited sanctions against South Africa in a (failed) attempt to 
placate the anti-apartheid movement. 
(In October 1986 the Senate overrode his veto and passed the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act.) 
 
30 years ago (10 Sep 1985) 
Death of Jock Stein, Scottish football player and manager. 
Best known for his highly successful managerial career with Celtic and the Scottish national team. 
 
30 years ago (12 Sep 1985) 
Britain expelled 25 Soviet spies following the defection of KGB chief Oleg Gordievsky to the West. 
(Two days later the USSR expelled 25 British nationals in a tit-for-tat row.) 
 
30 years ago (13 Sep 1985) 
Nintendo released the popular video game Super Mario Bros. in Japan. 
(USA: 18th October 1985, Europe: 15th May 1987.) 
 
30 years ago (15 Sep 1985) 
Death of Cootie Williams, American jazz/rhythm and blues trumpeter. 
Known for his distinctive sound. Noted for his work with Duke Ellington and Benny Goodman, as 
well as leading his own band. 
 
30 years ago (16 Sep 1985) 
Apple Computer co-founder and chairman Steve Jobs resigned from the company over a power-
struggle with the board of directors. He went on to found NeXT computers and co-founded Pixar 
Animation Studios before returning to rescue a near-bankrupt Apple in 1996. 
 
30 years ago (17 Sep 1985) 
Death of Laura Ashley, Welsh designer and businesswoman. Known for her traditional-style printed 
fabrics which she used to create soft furnishings and women’s clothing. 
Co-founder (with her husband Bernard) of the Laura Ashley textile company and chain of shops. 
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30 years ago (19 Sep 1985) 
Mexico City earthquake. 
More than 10,000 people were killed, 30,000 injured, and large parts of the city destroyed. 
 
30 years ago (19 Sep 1985) 
American musicians Frank Zappa, John Denver and Dee Snider testified at U.S. Congressional 
hearings on obscenity in rock music. The RIAA agreed to put ‘Parental Advisory’ labels on selected 
releases. 
 
30 years ago (19 Sep 1985) 
Death of Italo Calvino, award-winning Italian journalist, short story writer, novelist and essayist. 
One of the most important Italian fiction writers of the 20th century. 
 
30 years ago (22 Sep 1985) 
The Plaza Accord was signed in New York City, USA, by France, West Germany, Japan, the USA 
and the UK. Each country agreed to intervene in currency markets, leading to a depreciated U.S. 
dollar to improve international trade. 
 
30 years ago (22 Sep 1985) 
The French Prime Minister Laurent Fabius admitted that French secret service agents were 
responsible for sinking the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior in New Zealand in July. 
 
30 years ago (22 Sep 1985) 
The first Farm Aid benefit concert was held, in Champaign, Illinois, USA, organised by Willie 
Nelson, John Mellencamp and Neil Young. The concerts became an annual event, raising money to 
help family farmers in the USA. 
 
30 years ago (22 Sep 1985) 
Death of Axel Springer, German publisher. 
Founder of Axel Springer Verlag AG, one of the largest publishing companies in Europe. 
 
30 years ago (26 – 28 Sep 1985) 
Hurricane Gloria caused extensive damage along the east coast of the USA. 
 
30 years ago (28 Sep 1985) 
Brixton riots, UK. 
Riots broke out on the streets of south London after a woman was shot and seriously injured during 
a house search by police. 
 
30 years ago (29 Sep 1985) 
The action-adventure series MacGyver was first broadcast on ABC TV in the USA. 
(It ran for 7 seasons until 1992.) 
 
30 years ago (30 Sep 1985) 
Death of Charles F. Richter, American physicist and seismologist. 
Best known for developing the Richter scale for measuring the magnitude of earthquakes. 
 
30 years ago (30 Sep 1985) 
Death of Simone Signoret, French film actress. 
One of France’s greatest film stars. The first French actor to win an Academy Award. 
Best known for Room at the Top. Controversially supported several left-wing causes. 
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25 years ago (1 Sep 1990) 
The Communist Labour Party of Turkey/Leninist (TKEP/L) was founded following a split from the 
Communist Labour Party of Turkey (TKEP). 
(TKEP/L is an illegal organisation which continues the armed struggle that TKEP gave up in order 
to enter legal politics.) 
 
25 years ago (4 Sep 1990) 
Death of Irene Dunne, American stage and film actress and singer (Cimarron, Theodora Goes Wild, 
The Awful Truth, Love Affair, I Remember Mama and many more). 
Named ‘the best actress never to win an Academy Award’ (nominated 5 times). 
 
25 years ago (5 Sep 1990) 
Eastern University massacre, Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. 
158 Tamil refugees were arrested and massacred by the Sri Lankan Army after taking refuge at the 
university. (There were 55,000 refugees in the university campus.) 
 
25 years ago (6 Sep 1990) 
Death of Tom Fogerty, American rock guitarist and singer (Creedence Clearwater Revival). 
 
25 years ago (6 Sep 1990) 
Death of Len Hutton, British cricketer (Yorkshire and England). 
 
25 years ago (7 Sep 1990) 
Kimberly Bergalis from Fort Pierce, Florida, USA identified herself as the woman who had been 
infected with AIDS by her dentist – the first case of its type. 
(She died in Dec 1991.) 
 
25 years ago (7 Sep 1990) 
Death of A. J. P. Taylor, British historian, journalist, writer and broadcaster. 
Known for his TV lectures on history. 
 
25 years ago (9 Sep 1990 / or 10 Sep 1990?) 
Death of Samuel Doe, Head of State/President of Liberia (1980–90). 
(Executed and eaten by his captors after being ousted in the civil war.) 
 
25 years ago (10 Sep 1990) 
The Main Building on Ellis Island in Upper New York Bay, USA reopened as an Immigration 
Museum after an extensive fundraising campaign and $150 million restoration. 
 
25 years ago (10 Sep 1990) 
The Basilica of Our Lady of Peace in Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) was consecrated 
by Pope John Paul II. It is the largest church in Africa and is considered by some to be the largest in 
the world (disputed). 
 
25 years ago (12 Sep 1990) 
The Treaty on the Final Settlement With Respect to Germany was signed in Moscow, Russia by 
representatives from East and West Germany, the USA, the Soviet Union, Britain and France. 
The treaty allowed the two Germanys to reunify – which they did on 3rd October. 
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25 years ago (13 Sep 1990) 
The first episode of the police/legal drama series Law & Order was broadcast on NBC TV in the 
USA. (It ran for 20 seasons until 2010.) 
 
25 years ago (16 Sep 1990) 
A section of the Northern Xinjiang Railway (part of the Eurasian Land Bridge) was completed, 
linking the railway networks of China and Kazakhstan at the border town of Dostyk. 
 
25 years ago (17 Sep 1990) 
The Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia restored diplomatic relations after a break of more than 50 
years. 
 
25 years ago (19 Sep 1990) 
Death of Hermes Pan, American dancer and choreographer. 
Noted for his work with Fred Astaire in choreographing movie dance sequences. 
 
25 years ago (23 Sep 1990) 
Iraq threatened to destroy Kuwait’s oil fields if any attempt was made to force it to withdraw. 
(Iraqi forces were driven out of Kuwait in the 1990 Gulf War, and they set light to about 700 oil 
wells as they left in January – February 1991. The last fire was extinguished in November 1991.) 
 
25 years ago (24 Sep 1990) 
East Germany withdrew from the Warsaw Pact ahead of its reunification with West Germany (on 3rd 
October). 
 
25 years ago (26 Sep 1990) 
The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) introduced the NC-17 rating (no children 
under the age of 17) in an attempt to remove the stigma attached to the X rating. 
 
25 years ago (26 Sep 1990) 
Death of Alberto Moravia, Italian novelist, short story writer and journalist. 
One of the major Italian writers of the 20th century. 
His work explores social alienation, existentialism and loveless sexuality. 
 
25 years ago (29 Sep 1990) 
Washington National Cathedral in Washington D.C., USA was finally completed after 83 years 
when the final finial was set in place in a ceremony attended by President George H. W. Bush. 
(Construction began in 1907 and the unfinished cathedral opened for daily services in 1912.) 
 
25 years ago (30 Sep 1990) 
The Canadian Tribute to Human Rights (also known as the Human Rights Monument) was unveiled 
by the Dalai Lama in Ottawa. 
 
25 years ago (30 Sep 1990) 
Death of Patrick White, British-born Australian novelist, short story writer and playwright. 
One of the most important English-language novelists of the 20th century. 
Winner of the 1973 Nobel Prize for Literature (the only Australian to win). 
 
20 years ago (1 Sep 1995) 
The Governor of New York, George Pataki, reinstated the death penalty, fulfilling an electoral 
campaign promise. (In 2004 the New York Court of Appeals ruled that this violated the state’s 
constitution. New York’s death row was abolished in 2008.) 
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20 years ago (2 Sep 1995) 
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame museum opened in Cleveland, Ohio, USA. 
 
20 years ago (2 Sep 1995) 
Death of Václav Neumann, Czech conductor, violinist and teacher. 
A champion of Czech music. 
 
20 years ago (3 Sep 1995) 
Death of Earle Birney, award-winning Canadian poet, novelist and teacher. 
 
20 years ago (4 Sep 1995) 
Death of Edmond Jouhaud, Algerian-born French Air Force general. 
Best known for his role in organising an abortive coup in Algers (1961–62) for which he was 
sentenced to death (but served only 5 years in prison). 
 
20 years ago (4 Sep 1995) 
Death of William Kunstler, American lawyer and civil rights activist. 
A flamboyant radical who defended a number of controversial clients, including activists, terrorists 
and the alleged Mafia boss John Gotti. 
 
20 years ago (5 Sep 1995 / or 6 Sep 1995?) 
Death of Jean-Luc Pépin, Canadian statesman. 
 
20 years ago (8 Sep 1995) 
Death of Eileen Zhang (also known as Ailing Chang), influential Chinese novelist, screenwriter and 
essayist. Known for her bitter love stories. Best known for Lust, Caution and Love in a Fallen City. 
 
20 years ago (9 Sep 1995) 
Sony’s PlayStation game console was released in the USA. 
(Europe: 29th September.) 
 
20 years ago (10 Sep 1995) 
Death of Charles Denner, Polish-born French stage and film actor. 
Best known for his roles as Fergus in The Bride Wore Black and Bertrand Morane in The Man Who 
Loved Women. 
 
20 years ago (10 Sep 1995) 
Death of Derek Meddings, British film and TV special effects designer. 
Noted for his work on Gerry Anderson’s Supermarionation puppet television series and the James 
Bond and Superman film series. 
 
20 years ago (12 Sep 1995) 
Death of Jeremy Brett, British actor. 
Best known for playing Sherlock Holmes in the television series The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes. 
 
20 years ago (13 Sep 1995) 
Death of Walter Goetz, German-born British illustrator and cartoonist. 
Best known for his comic strips Colonel Up and Mr. Down and Dab and Flounder in the Daily 
Express newspaper. 
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20 years ago (13 Sep 1995) 
Death of Francesco Messina, Italian sculptor. 
One of the most important sculptors of the Novecento Italiano movement. 
 
20 years ago (14 Sep 1995) 
Death of Eiji Okada, Japanese film actor. 
Best known for his roles in Hiroshima mon amour and The Ugly American. 
 
20 years ago (15 Sep 1995) 
Death of Sam McCluskie, British Labour Party politician and trade union leader. 
General secretary of the National Union of Seamen (1986–90). 
 
20 years ago (15 Sep 1995) 
Death of Michio Watanabe, Japanese politician whose many accomplishments were often 
overshadowed by thoughtless comments. 
 
20 years ago (18 Sep 1995) 
Death of Doreen Cannon, American/British actress and teacher of method acting. 
Best known as the Head of Acting at Drama Centre London, where her students included Pierce 
Brosnan, Simon Callow, Colin Firth, Geraldine James, Frances de la Tour and Penelope Wilton, and 
later at RADA and other leading drama schools, where her students included Michael Sheen, 
Matthew Macfadyen, Ioan Gruffudd and Rachel Weisz. 
 
20 years ago (18 Sep 1995) 
Death of Donald Davie, influential British poet, literary critic and teacher. 
A leading member of The Movement, whose work was essentially English in character. 
 
20 years ago (19 Sep 1995) 
The New York Times and The Washington Post published the Unabomber’s Manifesto in which the 
terrorist listed everything he thought was wrong with American society. 
 
20 years ago (19 Sep 1995) 
Death of Sir Rudolf Peierls, German-born British physicist and teacher. 
He made many contributions to science. Best known for his role in Britain’s nuclear programme. 
He laid the theoretical groundwork for the development of the atomic bomb. 
An opponent of nuclear weapons. 
 
20 years ago (19 Sep 1995) 
Death of Orville Redenbacher, American agricultural scientist and businessman. 
He developed a lighter, fluffier type of popcorn and founded a company to market it 
(Orville Redenbacher’s Gourmet Popping Corn). 
 
20 years ago (21 Sep 1995) 
The Hindu milk miracle, India. 
Statues of the elephant-headed Hindu god Ganesh began drinking milk when spoonfuls were placed 
near their mouths. The phenomenon ended after 24 hours. 
 
20 years ago (21 Sep 1995) 
Death of Irven Spence, American animator. 
Best known for his work on MGM’s Tom and Jerry cartoons, though he also worked with several 
other major animation studios. 
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20 years ago (22 Sep 1995) 
Nager Kovil school bombing, Sri Lanka. 
The Sri Lankan Air Force bombed the primary school, immediately killing 39 Tamil children and 
injuring many more, several of whom later died. 
 
20 years ago (25 Sep 1995) 
Mount Ruapehu volcano in New Zealand erupted. No casualties were reported. 
It erupted again in 2006 and 2007 (when 1 person was injured), and there have been several 
warnings since then. 
 
20 years ago (25 Sep 1995) 
Death of Annie Elizabeth (‘Bessie’) Delany, American dentist and civil rights pioneer whose best-
selling oral history Having Our Say, told with her sister Sadie, chronicled their lives (aged 101 and 
103) and became the basis for a Broadway play. 
 
20 years ago (25 Sep 1995) 
Death of Dorothy Dickson, American-born British stage actress and dancer. 
A huge success in a series of long-running musical comedies in the 1920s and 30s. 
 
20 years ago (27 Sep 1995) 
Attempted coup in the Comoro Islands, off south-east Africa. 
French mercenary Bob Denard and 30 men attempted to oust President Said Mohamed Djohar but 
were thwarted and arrested by the French Army. 
 
20 years ago (28 Sep 1995) 
The Israeli Government agreed to give Palestinians control of much of the West Bank, which Israel 
had occupied for 28 years. 
 
20 years ago (29 Sep 1995) 
Death of Susan Fleetwood, British stage, film and television actress. 
Best known for her classical stage work. 
She also played acclaimed roles in the TV series Chandler & Co and The Buddha of Suburbia. 
 
15 years ago (8 Sep 2000) 
UK fuel protests. 
Road hauliers blockaded oil refineries across the country in protest against the rising cost of fuel for 
vehicles. Within days, disruption was widespread and petrol stations ran out of fuel. 
(The protest ended on 14th and fuel supplies began to be restored on 16th.) 
 
15 years ago (10 Sep 2000) 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical Cats closed on Broadway after more than 7,400 performances. 
It was Broadway’s longest-running production. 
 
15 years ago (14 Sep 2000) 
Microsoft launched Windows ME (aimed at home users). 
 
15 years ago (15 Sep – 1 Oct 2000) 
The XXVII Summer Olympic Games were held in Sydney, Australia. 
 
15 years ago (20 Sep 2000) 
Britain’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) Building in London was attacked by dissident Irish 
Republicans who fired a Russian anti-tank missile at it, causing superficial damage. 
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15 years ago (20 Sep 2000) 
The Whitewater investigation ended after 7 years. 
Independent Counsel Robert Ray said there was insufficient evidence to determine whether U.S. 
President Bill Clinton or his wife Hillary had knowingly participated in any criminal conduct. 
15 other people were convicted of more than 40 crimes, including several Clinton aides and 
supporters, and the Governor of Arkansas, Jim Guy Tucker, who was convicted of 3 counts of fraud 
and removed from office. 
 
15 years ago (23 Sep 2000) 
British rower Steve Redgrave won a gold medal at his fifth consecutive Olympic Games, in Sydney, 
Australia. 
 
15 years ago (29 Sep 2000) 
Maze Prison in Northern Ireland closed. 
The high security prison was used to house paramilitary prisoners during the Troubles. 
 
10 years ago (1 Sep 2005) 
Death of R. L. Burnside, American blues singer, songwriter and guitarist. 
Known for his raw Mississippi Delta blues style. 
 
10 years ago (2 Sep 2005) 
Death of Bob Denver, American television actor (Gilligan’s Island and The Many Loves of Dobie 
Gillis). 
 
10 years ago (3 Sep 2005) 
The U.S. Government and local/state officials along the Gulf Coast were criticised for their slow 
response to Hurricane Katrina. Although federal funds were quickly released, many people in New 
Orleans were left without food or water for up to 5 days. 
Mike Brown, the director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), resigned on 12th 
after being removed from his post as coordinator of the federal relief efforts. 
 
10 years ago (3 Sep 2005) 
Death of William Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the United States (1986–2005). 
 
10 years ago (7 Sep 2005) 
Egypt held its first-ever multi-candidate presidential election. 
Incumbent Hosni Mubarak was re-elected amid widespread reports of vote-rigging and corruption. 
In December, runner-up Dr. Ayman Nour was convicted of forgery and sentenced to five years’ hard 
labour after contesting the results and calling for the election to be re-run. 
 
10 years ago (7 Sep 2005) 
Apple introduced the iPod Nano portable music player. 
 
10 years ago (10 Sep 2005) 
Death of Clarence (‘Gatemouth’) Brown, Grammy Award-winning American musician who 
combined blues with a variety of other styles to create a unique and influential sound. 
 
10 years ago (11 Sep 2005) 
Death of Chris Schenkel, American sportscaster who provided play-by-play radio and TV 
commentary for many memorable sporting events. 
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10 years ago (12 Sep 2005) 
The last Israeli troops left the Gaza Strip after 38 years of military rule. 
 
10 years ago (12 Sep 2005) 
Hong Kong Disneyland opened. 
 
10 years ago (13 Sep 2005) 
Death of Julio César Turbay Ayala, President of Colombia (1978–82). 
 
10 years ago (14 Sep 2005) 
Two of the largest U.S. airlines, Delta and Northwest, filed for bankruptcy protection due to the 
high cost of jet fuel. (Both companies subsequently emerged from bankruptcy protection, and they 
merged in January 2010.) 
 
10 years ago (14 Sep 2005) 
A U.S. District Judge in Sacramento, California ruled that reciting the Pledge of Allegiance in 
public schools was unconstitutional as the phrase ‘under God’ violated children’s rights. 
 
10 years ago (14 Sep 2005) 
Death of William Berenberg, American physician, paediatrician and educator. 
A pioneer in the treatment and rehabilitation of cerebral palsy. 
 
10 years ago (14 Sep 2005) 
Death of Robert Wise, Academy Award-winning American film director, producer and editor (West 
Side Story, The Sound of Music, Citizen Kane, The Day the Earth Stood Still, The Andromeda 
Strain, Star Trek: The Motion Picture, and more). 
 
10 years ago (15 Sep 2005) 
Death of Sidney Luft, American film producer. 
Husband of the actress Judy Garland. 
 
10 years ago (16 Sep 2005) 
Death of Gordon Gould, American physicist. 
Credited (though not by everyone) with the invention of the laser. 
At the very least he played a key role in its early development and coined the term ‘laser’. 
 
10 years ago (19 Sep 2005) 
The deputy leader of al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri, claimed responsibility for the 7th July London 
bombings in which 52 people (plus 4 suicide bombers) were killed. 
(A number of organisations with links to al-Qaeda have claimed responsibility.) 
 
10 years ago (19 Sep 2005) 
The former CEO of Tyco International, Dennis Kozlowski, and the former Chief Financial Officer, 
Mark Swartz, were sentenced to up to 25 years in prison for looting hundreds of millions of dollars 
from the company. (They were released on parole in Jan 2014.) 
 
10 years ago (20 – 26 Sep 2005) 
Hurricane Rita caused devastation and flooding across the southern U.S. states. 
120 people were killed. 
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10 years ago (20 Sep 2005) 
Death of Simon Wiesenthal, Austrian Holocaust survivor and Nazi hunter. 
Founder of the Jewish Documentation Centre in Vienna. 
 
10 years ago (24 Sep 2005) 
The IRA decommissioned its last remaining weapons in front of independent inspectors. 
 
10 years ago (25 Sep 2005) 
Death of Don Adams, Emmy Award-winning American television actor, comedian and director. 
Best known for the series Get Smart, Inspector Gadget and Spike & Mike. 
 
10 years ago (25 Sep 2005) 
Death of Urie Bronfenbrenner, Russian-born American developmental psychologist. 
Co-founder of the Head Start programme. 
 
10 years ago (25 Sep 2005) 
Death of M. Scott Peck, American psychiatrist and writer. 
Best known for his book The Road Less Traveled, which revolutionised the self-help genre. 
 
10 years ago (26 Sep 2005) 
Death of Helen Cresswell, award-winning British children’s author and television scriptwriter. 
Best known for the Lizzie Dripping series and The Bagthorpe Saga. 
 
10 years ago (27 Sep 2005) 
Michaëlle Jean became the first black Governor General of Canada. 
 
10 years ago (28 Sep 2005) 
Death of Constance Baker Motley, American lawyer, judge and civil rights activist. 
The first African American woman to become a federal judge. 
 
10 years ago (29 Sep 2005) 
John Roberts became Chief Justice of the United States. 
 
10 years ago (29 Sep 2005) 
Death of Austin Leslie, American chef. 
Internationally renowned for his ‘Creole Soul’ food. Known as ‘the Godfather of Fried Chicken’. 
 
10 years ago (30 Sep 2005) 
The Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten published 12 editorial cartoons featuring the Islamic 
prophet Muhammad, sparking international protests and violent demonstrations and riots in some 
Muslim countries. At least 140 people were reported killed as a direct result. 
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